Plenary 

Spring 2012
[image: image1.jpg]



When: Sunday, Feb 19th, 2012
Where: Goodhart Theatre

Why: Because Mawrters run the world. 
?s: sga@brynmawr.edu

Follow @bmcsga on twitter
Like us on facebook.

RECYCLE. (You don’t believe how many people don’t recycle at Plenary).

AGENDA

1. Overview of Plenary (Welcome)

2. Approval of the Rules of Order and Agenda

3. Resolution 1: Reaffirmation of the Constitution
4. Resolution 2: Ensuring opportunity for McBrides to participate in Bryn Mawr Traditions
5. Resolution 3: Dorm President Elections and Eligibility
6. Resolution 4: Support of Undocumented Bryn Mawr Students
HISTORY OF PLENARY

In 1892, Bryn Mawr College became the first institution in the U.S. to give students the responsibility to decide on how they should govern themselves. While it was considered a radical experiment, it has become one of the most valued aspects of the Bryn Mawr education. The tradition of student autonomy and responsibility has created a unique campus where students participate in discussion and resolution of the most important issues facing the College. 

Twice a year, students get the opportunity to present resolutions to the entire student body. The Spirit of Self Governance is a beautiful thing and all Mawrters should be proud. 

Mawrters run the world. 

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER

Plenary uses a form of communication based on Robert’s Rules of Order. They ensure that the will of the majority is done while protecting the voice of the minority. The rule of order may seem awkward and sometimes constraining, but it will limit chaos and personal attack. Please give your attention to the guidelines and follow them. In the long run, they will make Plenary run smoother and faster. 

Quorum is essential and required. This means that everyone must enter and exit from the side door of Goodhart. Votes are only valid if there is quorum.
Order of Business:

Each resolution will be presented as follows:

· Reading of the resolution by the presenter(s)
· Explanation of the resolution by the presenter(s) 3 minutes
· Floor open to questions and Pro/Con statements 12 minutes

(questions are given priority during this time)

(If amendment is presented, it is given an additional 8 minutes)

· Floor open to Pro/Con statements only 7 minutes
· Rebuttal period for presenter(s) of the proposal 3 minutes
· Voting on the resolution

If there is discussion occurring at the microphones, then discussion will occur for at least 12 minutes as outlined above, before the question may be called. This is to ensure that a minimum discussion is given to all proposals, as the community has already warranted these resolutions worthy of discussion.

If there is no discussion at the microphone, the SGA executive Board will give a 30 second time limit for those who wish to speak to identify themselves by either approaching the microphone or alerting their section counter. If after the 30 seconds no one has announced that they wish to speak, the amendment or resolution will be voted upon. 

There will be a member of the SGA Executive Board moderating as well as another member keeping time for each resolution. One minute and 30 second warnings will be given for each timed period.

SPEAKING

**If you wish to ask a question, please line up at the middle YELLOW microphone.

**If you wish to make a statement in favor of a proposal, please use the GREEN microphone.

**If you wish to make a statement in opposition to a proposal, please use the RED microphone.

There will be a moderator at each microphone who will limit the number of people standing in line. Please keep your statements to one minute, so that everyone may have time to speak. Please listen carefully to the speakers to avoid asking the same question or making the same basic point. If you have already spoken on an issue, you will not be allowed to speak again until everyone else who desires to speak has done so. If you must talk while in your seat, please be considerate of those around you who may be trying to listen to the discussion. Most importantly, please be patient and respectful of all other members. Even though you might not agree with an idea, everyone has the right to speak and be heard.

The President will call on microphones alternating Pro/Con. Only the people at microphones who are recognized by the President will be permitted to speak, and again, no one will be allotted more than one minute to the proposal.
VOTING

Voting is a right and privilege extended to all members of the Association. The options for exercising this right are pro, con, and abstain (no opinion, or you feel like you don’t have enough information to provide an informed vote). For a motion to pass a majority of members present must vote pro.

Please raise hands high, and know who your counter is for your section. The President will ask that everyone return to her proper seat during a vote, as to make sure everyone is counted accurately. 
All votes will be done visually unless there the majority of the vote is unclear. If you believe you are not being counted, please see a counter or come to the front of the stage.
DEFINITIONS

AMENDMENT: An addition or change that is proposed to a resolution which is on the table for discussion. Please try to use language such as “strike,” “add,” and “replace with.” If the amendment strays too much from the original intent of the proposal, the President may declare the amendment to be out of SCOPE, or outside of the resolution’s jurisdiction or purpose.

After an amendment is presented, it must be seconded at a microphone by another member of the Association, and is then open for debate. At this time, all discussion regarding the original resolution ceases to allow adequate attention to be given to the amendment. If you are speaking to the main resolution during this time, the President may request you to come back to the microphone when debate on the main resolution resumes.

MOTION TO EXTEND TIME: This needs a simple majority for approval. When making the motion, please specify a length at which time shall be extended (4 more speakers/5 minutes, etc.). It must be made before time has expired, seconded, and then passed by a simple majority.

MOTION TO COMMIT/REFER: If you feel like more research needs to be done in order to support the motion you may move to refer to a committee (I move to refer_____ to a committee/task force). Upon doing so please specify the size, responsibilities and whom will be on the committee.

POSTPONE INDEFINATELY: This may be done if you feel like there is inadequate information and you feel like the motion does not warrant discussion. The effect would be to postpone debate entirely and move on to the next order of business. If desired, it could then be brought up at Plenary the following year.

CALLING THE QUESTION: A request to stop all discussion IMMEDIATELY and put the resolution to a vote. This MUST be voted upon, and requires 2/3 support. It is basically a vote to vote. The first vote will be to close discussion and move to the final vote. If this fails discussion continues; if this passes then the presenter moves to the rebuttal period and then we vote on whatever debate is currently occurring—i.e. an amendment or the original resolution. If you CALL ALL PREVIOUS QUESTIONS, this would include the same premise as calling the question, only we would proceed to vote systematically on any amendment on the table and the original resolution. This motion may only be made after the original 10 minutes of discussion have elapsed, and must be recognized by the President. 

POINT OF ORDER: A motion made after an infraction of Robert’s Rules of Order. May be made from any place in the room. The Parliamentarian will confer with the President regarding the error and then will present a method of recovery to regain order.

***IMPORTANT***

Each of these motions as well as the amendment process are serious procedures which can, if abused, hinder the process or render it unfair. Please use them with discretion and allow the existing process to work as efficiently as possible. All motions must be presented at the microphone, and all amendments must be written down in advance of approaching the microphone and presented to the microphone moderator. All amendments must be presented and discussed as written.
FOOD
Due to Goodhart renovations, food cannot be eaten in the auditorium; all food must be consumed in the atrium and the lobby. In the case that Food is consumed in the Auditorium, SGA will not be allowed to use Goodhart in the future. Please abide and uphold the Social Honor Code by respecting this rule. 

Reaffirmation of the Constitution:
Submitted by Vrinda Varia’13, Tyler Garber’14, Natalie Kato’14, Sowmya Srinivasan’13 and Irene Shin’13

Whereas, the Self Government Association of the Undergraduate School of Bryn Mawr College is the first and oldest system of self-governance in the United States,

Whereas, the spirit of self governance permeates almost every aspect of the Undergraduate Bryn Mawr College experience, 

Whereas, the students of Bryn Mawr College have pledged to work together for the welfare, benefit, and preservation of the community as a whole,
Whereas, we recognize that to reach full potential of our community, we require a commitment on the part of each and every individual
It is hereby resolved that we, the members of the Self Government Association of the Undergraduate School of Bryn Mawr College present today, the 19th of February, 2012, on behalf of the entire Association, reaffirm our commitment to Self-Governance, the Constitution, and the Honor Code.

Ensuring opportunity for McBrides to participate in Bryn Mawr Traditions

Submitted by: Julie Gorham’12

Whereas Article IV, Section I, Subsection K outlines the duties of the Traditions Mistress(es),

Whereas the traditions of the undergraduate student body enhance the strength of community at Bryn Mawr College,

Whereas it is the right of every undergraduate student to participate in these traditions,

Whereas the McBride Scholars have unique circumstances that may prevent them from fully participating in said traditions through conventional channels, or in a conventional manner,

Whereas the McBride Scholars have the ability to appoint a McBride Traditions Mistress to facilitate said participation,

Whereas the McBride Scholars Traditions Mistress cannot facilitate said participation without coordinating with the Traditions Mistress(es),

It is hereby resolved that Article IV, Section I, Subsection K be amended to reflect that in the event that the McBride Scholars’ Traditions Mistress position be held, the Traditions Mistress(es) will coordinate with said McBride Scholars’ Traditions Mistress to facilitate the opportunity for full participation of the McBride Scholars in the undergraduate traditions of Bryn Mawr College.

Resolution: Dorm President Elections and Eligibility

Submitted by the Elections Board and Residence Council

Whereas dorm presidents serve an important role on campus, serving in their Dorm Leadership Teams, SGA Assembly and Residence Council,

Whereas there is currently no unified or codified system for electing dorm presidents,

Whereas the Residence Council and the Elections Board have expressed support for spring dorm president elections and codifying a system,

Whereas Angie Sheets, the director of Residential Life, has indicated support for spring dorm president elections,

Whereas Spring dorm elections would allow Dorm Presidents to partake in Dorm Leadership Training prior to Customs Week,

Whereas, students are not allowed to hold two assembly positions simultaneously,

Whereas currently students can hold multiple dorm leadership positions, potentially causing undue pressure on one student,

Be it resolved,
Part I: Considering Dorm Elections

The outgoing Elections Head, in conjunction with the Elections Board, will run the dorm president elections.

Between dorm and room selection, the Elections Board will run a nomination period for dorm elections. Students may nominate themselves, even if they are currently studying abroad. 

The Elections Board will notify all students of dorm president candidates prior to room selection.

The Elections Board will assign at least one senior member of the Assembly, Elections Board or emeritus members of the Executive Board to each dorm to run the election. If necessary, any senior member of the Association may serve in this role, at the discretion of the Elections Head. 

At room selection, before students choose their rooms, candidates will make brief speeches. Candidates running from abroad will submit a statement to be read aloud during this period. 

The assigned SGA representative will then run the election and report the results via email to the Elections Board within 24 hours. 

If no student in a dorm chooses to run in the spring, the position will be re-run at the fall dorm meeting. 

If the spring elections cycle and dorm elections occur simultaneously, a student may not run for both an assembly position in the spring elections and a dorm president position simultaneously. 

If a dorm president resigns mid-term, both the Residence Council Head(s) and Elections Head(s) must be notified. The outgoing president will call for a dorm meeting where an election will take place. The Residence Council Head(s) or the Elections Head(s) must attend this election. 

These changes will be reflected in the Constitution, Article VII, Sections B and C and in the Elections By-Laws. 

Article VII, Section B will now read: Each spring, the Elections Board will coordinate the election of dorm presidents for the following academic year, in accordance with the Elections By-Laws.

Article VII, Section C will now read: The following positions: Recycling Representatives, Committee on Public Safety Representative, and Traditions representatives for each class, including Head Traditions Representative, shall be elected at the first dorm meeting, to be held by the end of the first week of classes, for a term of two semesters beginning immediately.

A section of the Elections By-Laws will be added outlining these procedures. 

Part II: Considering Dorm President Eligibility

Hall Advisors may not serve as Dorm Presidents.

Customs people may serve as dorm presidents, if they serve with a partner who is not a Customs person. 

Dorm Presidents will not also serve as their dorm’s Head Traditions Representative. 

Dorm Presidents cannot hold more than two Dorm leadership positions, including the Presidency. 

Resolution for Support of Undocumented Bryn Mawr Students
Submitted by Jessica Hyejin Lee ‘13, Anna Machalski ‘13

Whereas, Bryn Mawr College has challenged the prejudices of the 19th Century by opening up academic opportunities for women and has sought to sustain a diverse community in belief that a deeper understanding of the world is only gained through considering many perspectives, as affirmed in its mission statement,

Whereas, in 1959, Bryn Mawr College became the only institution in Pennsylvania to decline aid rather than take on the role of informer during the Vietnam War when Congress required the College to report student protesters as condition of eligibility for government scholarship support,

Whereas, the student body prides itself in being a force for social justice and in its self-governance, making recommendations to the administration to bring about change in its own community,

Whereas, higher education is unattainable for 95% of undocumented youths who often do not know if they can apply to college without risking deportation; who are unable to obtain federal aid, private loans, and state grants; and who, like their families, are forced to work under the table at low wages,

Whereas, the Admissions and Financial Aid offices, renowned for their deep commitment to socioeconomic diversity, can make a transformative decision to publicly affirm fair admissions practice for undocumented Americans, whose status is not fairly acknowledged by the current categorization as international students,

Whereas, undocumented Americans comprise 4% of US population and face unique barriers of hardship, discrimination, and systemic oppression which we believe will bring valuable experiences into our community,

Be it resolved, the student body recommends that Admissions and Financial Aid offices continue to give fair admissions & financial aid consideration to undocumented Americans and post a statement of guarantee of a fair admissions process for undocumented Americans on their webpages and printed catalogues, encouraging them to apply,

The student body recommends the Admissions and Financial Aid offices to insert a check box for undocumented Americans on the supplement application, so that they can accurately self-identify and no longer be generalized as international students,

The student body recommends that the Development Office include in its alumnae contribution efforts an option for alumnae to donate to a pool of funding for undocumented admits,

The student body recommends that Bryn Mawr College opts out of E-Verify, which is not mandated by state or federal law, for non-federal contracted projects to respect the human right to work as stated in the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, but to still protect any government-related funding to the College,

The student body recommends that Bryn Mawr College declares “sanctuary”--with the term sanctuary having no affiliation with any religion--following the recommendations above and disapproving of any involvement of immigration enforcement authorities that disrupts undocumented Bryn Mawr community members’ studies, safety, and well-being.

